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1944 PRAIRIE VIEW FOOTBALL SQUAD 
The Prairie View Panthers will meet the Wiley Wild 
Admission for service men 60c, oihers $1.00 Pre-sale, and 
Office, Pi grim's Building, 222 West Dalias, Houston, Texas 
ats at Buffa o Stadium 2:30 P. M. on New Year's Day. 
SI.GO at gate. Pre-sale tickets will be at N. A. A. C. P. 
Prairie View Looks Ahead— 
(Continued From Page 1) 
through governmental aid a large per 
cent of the men and women returning 
from the aimed f rces will be able to 
resume their education, thus causing 
the enrollment of colleges to reu: ; 
new peaks. They believe that the col­
lege enrollment will consist of a 
heterogeneous group of people, those 
youths coming directly from secondary 
schools untouched by war, those who 
have experienced the horrors of com­
bat on tine European end Pacific battle 
fronts and those youths from foreign 
lands whose schools and colleges were 
demolished by war. They also believe 
that the problems oi evaluating in-
service education, oi counselling, : h-
mission standards and others will have 
to be faced. These ani many more are 
the problems with which the colleges 
of America are now planning to cope. 
It has been the purpose of Prairie 
View to serve the colored citizens of 
Texas at the point of their great st 
needs and endeavor to bring the stu­
dent's training into closer relationship 
with life's occupations. Prairie View is 
aware of the situations created by war 
Therefore, in keeping with this general 
and the possible effect upon Negroes, 
theme, Prairie View has joined the 
ranks of the progressive colleges in 
planning to meet the present and 
future needs of it's youths. 
In May, 1S44, a long range planning 
program was launched for the purpose 
of planning for a period of twen y-
five years in units of five year periods. 
A program designed to harmonize with 
hopeful trends in tne social order and 
to meet more effectively and specifi­
cally the education need of Negroes in 
Texas. The total human resources of 
Prairie View were drawn upon bring-
in ' together the rich backgrounds of 
training and experience of faculty 
members, secret i' . housewives, doc­
tors, nurses and others. 
The or ni i!i< n of this long range 
pl-nning program was under the di­
rection of a steei ing committee t " 
the purpose of the steering committee 
to establish general objectives and 
coals, pi n the ovc all attack, out­
line areas of ccordir 'm rni integra­
tion in planning, stimul ts and direr; 
planning activities, check on progress 
of committees act pi n implementa­
tion of the rrogr n. Under the very 
capable leadership cf this group the 
framework of the plai ning program 
was constructed. 
A corarai tee en the soci 1, economic 
gnd educational oi'tVol: was or nized 
whose assignment w s to describe the 
significant social, economic and educa­
tional aspects of the Southwestern sit­
uation. It was their duty to prtnt out 
the educational implications of these 
aspects end to relate them to the sit-
i atinn of Negroes in the Southwestern 
area. It was also their duty to point 
out the relation of the Southwestern 
situation to larger areas—extending in­
to the wcrld-at-large. And finally, to 
center these implications upon the edu­
cational program rt Prairie View. 
Thirteen areas for planning were set 
up covering every phase of the educa-
ional program of the institution. These 
; reas were as follows: Curricular pro­
visions ,extra-mural activities, research 
functions and areas, student admin­
istration, faculty administration, in-
ructur 1 administration, general ad­
ministration, public relations, financial 
support, auxiliary enterprises and re­
lationship:-., physical plant, library 
services and health and recreational 
services. A committee chairman and 
committee members were appointed for 
each area and given specific assign­
ments relative to planning for that 
trea. 
Planning Conference Held 
The inter session and entire summer 
session were spent doing research and 
organizing : nd correlating the plans of 
the various committees. Upon com­
pletion of this work a faculty orienta­
tion and long range planning confer­
ence was held. The theme of the con­
ference was "Post-War Possibilities 
and Their Implication for Education— 
With Special Reference to American 
1 inori'y Guonps." The first phase of 
the symposium was devoted to a se­
ries of lectures discussing Post-War 
Possibilities, on the Political Socio-
Ic :n .n.ic, Ethico-Religious, Home and 
Family, Health and Physical Fitness 
and Educational Fronts. These lectures 
were followed by questions and round 
tacie discussions'. Tb? next phase was 
gi.en to reports of the various long 
range planning committees. Open dis­
cussion and suggestive admendments 
of proposals of the committees were 
provided for. The committee reports 
were very comprehensive indicating 
f. installing and ingenious endeavor on 
ihe part of ihe long range planning 
personnel. Although the conference 
close-l within four days, the planning 
personnel remained intact to give fur­
ther consideration to the plans discuss­
ed in the conference. 
Thus, it is evident that Prairie View 
1 as c. n inued to maintain her place in 
i,:e sun, to remain alert to recurrent 
changes in the social, economic and 
educational world, to strive for more 
effective means of meeting the needs 
of her students in the light of these 
changes and to hold tenaciously to her 
central theme of fostering education 
for the purpose of "making worth­
while life and a respectable living." 
The 
ALUMNI AND EX-STUDENTS ISSUE 
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BOARD OP DIRECTORS APPROVE NAME FOR NEW P. V. LIBRARY 
THE NEW $200,000.00 LIBRARY BE­
ING CONSTRUCTED AT PRAIRIE 
VIEW STATE COLLEGE IN TEXAS. 
(This sketch by Prof. H. S. Houston) 
The Alumni Association requested 
that it be named in honor of Principal 
Willette Rutherford Banks. On No­
vember 30, 1944, the Board of Direct­
ors granted the request. The officers 
of the Association (H. S. Estelle, pres­
ident; Mrs. Jessie Robertson, first vice; 
E. M. Norris, second vice; R. T. Tatum, 
treasurer; R. w. Hilliard, executive 
secretary; Mrs. Lulu M. White, corre­
sponding secretary, A. W. McDonald, 
parliamentarian; O. J. Thomas, chair­
man of membership committee; D. W. 
Martin, Sgt. at Arms; and B. H. Wat-
sen, chaplain) made the request. Prof. 
R. T. Tatum's expression was typical 
of the others' attitude—"JHe has put 
up numerous buildings for the college 
and, by all means, this one should be 
named in his honor." A faculty com­
mittee, working on plans for the ded­
ication of the building, was high in 
its praise of the action of the associa­
tion. Mr. C. L. Wilson, chairman, stat­
ed: "The principal would likely object 
to the idea but the association can go 
direct to the board." After the approv­
al Dr. T. R. Solomon stated that "In 
view of his unselfish service to Texas 
and the Southwest in general a r/. 
Prairie View State College in partic­
ular, I too, am happy that the Board 
of Directors agreed to the Association's 
request." 
VISIONS OF PRAIRIE VIEW 
STATE COLLEGE 
By Napoleon B. Edward 
The new college library is being 
eons.ructed on the south campus of 
Prairie View State College as rapidly 
and as consistent as labor, materials 
and expert mechanics can be engaged. 
The Standard envisions additional 
constructions and vast uti.ities com­
ing to the College over a long period 
of years. 
It is patent beyond preadventure 
that the people of Texas generally are 
deeply in teres'ed in the promotion 
it tnio creash-frS 
and expansion of the college to enable 
it to increasingly function in the needs 
(Continued On Page 4) 
An Open Letter To The Class 
Of 1935 
REUNION 1945 
By THERESA M. PRATT 
Prairie View State College 
Prairie View, Texas 
December 4, 1944 
The Class of 1935 
Dear Classmates, 
Acting under the request of Mr. R. 
W. Hilliard, who has been assigned the 
sponsorship; of this Alumni Issue, I 
am sending this open letter to the class 
of 1935, my classmates. 
At commencement time this year, 
ten years shall have passed since our 
graduation from Prairie View State 
College. This is our year for Reunion. 
In checking records in the Registrar's 
Office, I find 175 students were grad­
uated in the regular and summer ses-
(Continued On P'age 4) 
PRAIRIE VIEW LOOKS 
AHEAD 
By Lois Reynolds 
The role of the schools and colleges 
in the post-war world will be of great 
significance. They will have the op­
portunity to educate and re-educatS a 
generation of young Americans. They 
will have to assist these young people 
in finding themselves in the confusion 
of the post-war world. They will have 
to guide these youths in building a 
personally satisfying and socially use­
ful life. 
Colleges Accept Responsibility 
The colleges of America are cog­
nizant of their importance and are an­
ticipating the tremendous obligations 
they will have to assume in the post­
war world. They realize the problems 
war has created. They realize that 
(Continued On Page 8) 
Page Two THE PRAIRIE VIEW STANDARD Nov.-Dec., 1944 
The Prairie View Standard 
Published monthly during the school 
year except J my and August by Prai­
rie View State College, Prairie View 
College Branch, Hempstead, Texas. 
Entered as second-class matter, 
March 2, 1911, at the post office at 
Prairie View College Branch, Hemp­
stead, Texas, under the act of March, 
3, 1879. 
W. R. BANKS, Managing Editor 
NAPOLEON B. EDWARD, Editor 
Acceptance for mailing at special 
rates of postage provided for in Sec­
tion 103, Act of October 3, 1917; au­
thorized July 13, 1918. 
Subscription Rate—50 Cents Per Year 
Editorial Staff For This Issue 
R. W. HILLIARD, Chr. 
MRS. C. I.. WILSON 
N. B. EDWARD 
MISS LOIS REYNOLDS 
J. L. BOYER 
H. S. ESTELLE 
L. C. MOSLEY 
MISS THERESA M. PRATT 
V A R I E T Y  
By R. W. Hilliard 
We are happy to communicate with 
our alumni and ex-students again. As 
you will recall, the December Stand­
ard is usually given over for this pur­
pose. This year, as last year, we are 
mailing a large number of copies over­
seas. 
% % % 
The homecoming crowd here this 
year was the largest that we have seen 
in many a moon. It reminded one of 
pre-Pearl Harbor homecomings. We 
lost, but we had a good time. Because 
of the triple tie for championship 
(Texas, Langston and Wiley) we are 
in second place. 
!•: * * * * * 
Watch for an announcement on the 
dedication of the new library. It will 
be a "big blow out." Some of the best 
speakers in the country will be brought 
here. The whole affair will extend 
over several days. The new library 
will be by far the finest structure on 
the campus. 
Prairie View, like most other col­
leges, had a record-breaking enroll­
ment this September. More than 1200 
strictly college students matriculated. 
Luckie Hall was given over to young 
ladies but still they were over-crowd­
ed cn that side of the campus. Men 
tct_l 350—one hundred more than a 
year ago and cne hundred less than 
the peak enrollment for men students 
in normal times. 
It is time for the Prairie View 
Alumni and Ex-Students Association 
to ccnsider a practice that is being 
put into operation by leading schools 
md that is holding Alumni day in con­
nection with Homecoming. On this day 
we naturally have large numbers of 
cx-students to return. Take advantage 
of it and project a program that will 
solicit their interest and support. This 
is done by most groups now. The 
Board of Directors of Colleges arrange 
meetings on Homecoming. Numerous 
meetings are arranged in Dallas at the 
time ol the PPrairie View-Wiley game. 
It's worth thinking about. 
Miss Mable Kilpatrick and Prof. 
Chatnam are the newest principals of 
schools in Houston v/ho are Prairie 
View-ites. The Alumni Association sent 
them congratulations. 
I had the good pleasure to see a let­
ter that was censored by our own Capt. 
Nathaniel Herein who is serving in the 
South Pacific. Our Capt. Punch is in 
he European theater of operations 
with the famous 99th Air Squadron. 
Capt. Ruth Freeman was scheduled for 
an important post in the proposed Ne­
gro Rest Center at Chicago. 
Prof. G. W. Reeves has been ap­
pointed State Director of the Ameri­
can Teachers Association. He has en­
rolled more than 100 Texas teachers 
to date. Mr. Reeves consistently re­
ports one of the largest blocks of Tex­
as State Teachers members each year. 
At ihe spring meeting of the Associa­
tion cf Personnel Leans and Advisors 
oi Men in Negro Colleges he was 
elected president. 
Coach Leroy Walker is justly proud 
of Willie Gipson, big P. V. tackle who 
was selected All-American by the 
Pittsburgh Courier. 
* Hs * * * 
Prinicipal Banks, Rev. Phillips, Mr. 
Nelson and yours truly write circular 
letters to the men in service at regu­
lar intervals. A mimeographed circu­
lar letter does the trick. The fellows 
and ladies in service appreciate them. 
We are gathering names of all P. V.-
ites in the armed services in order to 
put up a ser\ ice board or service flag. 
The number will likely reach 2000. 
* O * * * 
Oilie Stewart, noted writer for the 
Afro-American mentioned a P. V.-ite 
several weeks ago when he wrote of 
his visit to the Belgium-German front. 
The P. V.-ite was Lt. Lawrence Bag­
well who is with a tank unit under 
General George S. Patton. Lt. Bagwell 
is "right in there punching." He for­
merly taught under Miss Ruby Nichols 
at Oakwood. 
The press reports that Ensign Giles 
B. Smith of Gainesville, Texas (a 
P. V. m;n) was commissioned at Camp 
Robert Smalls, U. S. Naval Training 
Center recently. 
* # * He * 
Miss Edna A. Gabriel, a P. V. sopho­
more fiorn Pt. "Arthur, Texas, won 
first place in a mtional essay contest 
on Tuberculosis and was awarded an­
other prize of $10.CO for excellence. 
Prof. E. D. Sheen was her coach. 
"Wings Over Jordan" was well re­
ceived at P. V. on Dec. 11. Other com­
ing events are Mr. Emanuel Middle-
t: n. baritone; Mr. Kenneth Spencer, 
baritone; Miss Elizabeth Ray, dancer 
and the Houston Symphony Orches­
tra. 
* * * * * * 
Prof. O. L. Price, a Prairie View 
product, is our State Teachers presi-
cent. His three children finisned Prai­
rie View also. Prof. J. E. Gooden of 
Houston who will move into that office 
in 1945 is also a Prairie View product, 
receiving both his bachelors and 
misters degree from P. V. He is mak­
ing an excellent record at the Univer­
sity cf Southern California in the 
summers. 
H? Hs * H« H* Hs 
Mrs. Lulu M. White, secretary of the 
Houston Eranch of the NAACP is do­
ing a most outstanding job. The branch 
is the second largest in the nation be­
ing z, ipasmd only by Detroit, Mich­
igan. Mrs. ivt.i.e is corresponding sec­
retary of the Prairie View Alumni and 
Ex-Student Association. 
ALUMNI DIRECTORY 
Officers of The General Alumni As­
soc ation of Prairie View State Col­
lege: 
Hi S. ESTELLE, President 
MRS. JESSIE ROBERTSON, 1st 
Vice President 
E. M. NORRIS, 2nd Vice 
R. W. HILLIARD, Executive Sec'y 
MRS. LULU M. WHITE, Cor. Sec'y 
R. T. TATUM, Treasurer 
MISS MATTIE OVERTON, Pianist 
B. H. WATSON, Chaplain 
D. W. WARREN, Sgt.-at-Arms 
A. W. McDONALD, Parliamentar­
ian 
O. J. THOMAS. Chr. Membership 
Commi'tee 
The Local Alumni Club at Prairie 
View College 
R. W. Hilliard, President 
Lee C. Phillip, Vice President 
Miss P. Alyce Wall, Secretary 
Mrs. L. M. Mann, Assistant Sec'y 
Jacob L. Boyer, Bus. Mgr. 
Wm. C. Johnston, Chaplain 
L. C. Mos ey, Sr., Treasurer 
COL. WEST A. HAMILTON 
RETURNS 
Prairie View was fortunate in se­
curing Col. West A. Hamilton again 
to direct the military program. Col. 
Hami! on was scheduled to head the 
a l-Ne"ro set-up for the rest center 
in Chicago for returning veterans hut 
leading organizations led by the N. A. 
A. C. P. protested the segregated ar­
rangements and consequen' ly, the 
project d:d not materialize. 
Col. Hamilton now directs the train­
ing of 250 R. O. T. C. cadets. 
The most utterly lost of all days 
is that on which you have not 
laughed. 
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TEXAS NEGRO IN GRAND PARADEBy H#ward E Wright 
UNITY OF MEN 
By H. S. Ei-telle 
The Prairie View Alumni and Fx-
students Association is one of the many 
institutions and organizations of the 
world that faces a crisis. The crisis we 
face is not necessarily relieious, it is 
cultural. The coming of totalitarionism 
has created this problem. It has divid­
ed men not on their religion, but on 
their question of whether rights are 
moral or physical, whether they are 
God-given or. State-eiven. Men of good 
will without regard to race, creed c 
previous condition of servitude should 
unite, to meet and over come the chal-
lenae Thomas Jefferson who wrote the 
constitution said it was "self evident" 
that man derives his rights and liber­
ties from C od his creator. The air is 
full of plans, pacts and proposals. Ev­
ery wind that blows through press and 
air carries patterns for new leagues, 
Federal Unions, spheres of influence 
and Hemisphere controls, each of which 
is spread out on the bargain counter 
of the world and offered at a price so 
cheap as to require only a little mani­
pulation of politics and economics, but 
rever a change of heart. 
There is no doubting the necessity 
of post-wa.r plannnig, but I wonder if 
we are not still suffering from a men­
tal "hangover" from the days of lib­
eralism and the doctrine of the natural 
goodness of men. 
Does not the enthusiastic and ful­
some praise we five to every three 
hundred word generalization prove that 
all we need is a few structural changes. 
Truly it looks as if some of our 
planners think that all we need for a 
better world after the wars are con-
e)nded i<= to t"'-e seme of the rats from 
tn- hV-'ti-nT qufft. S"eh as a prt~h 
c-r a patch hatred from 
to'; lit-riani:m, a pat"'h of irrelevance 
of religi-n and morality—and a patch 
of the n" turpi goodness of man and 
serve them altogether in a new wav. 
Thus ran we keep ourselves warm in 
the bod rf universal brotherhood while 
awaiting the sunrise of a brand new 
world. 
What is more important than any 
plan is to understand what makes one 
plan rieht and what makes another 
plan wrong. Why, for example a plan 
to reduce armments, rather than in­
crease them? Why a p'an to grant 
freedom to certain peoples rather than 
to enslave them? What we need to 
know, and to do, is to find a basic 
plan that all the plans rn'y be judged 
by. Who shall plan, the p'anners? Up­
on what principle will thev operate? 
Expediency, force or morality? In an­
swering these questions we plead for-
unity among all people without regard 
to race or nationality. The unity must 
not be a unity of church, but the 
unity that affects the world socially. 
The one fundamental principle upon 
which a union must be built is the 
Moral Law. 
VETERANS AT PRAIRIE 
VIEW 
J. L. Boyer 
Pr irio has been rup-aved as one of 
the colleges to ae^m—Adata returning 
service men. Already, there are forty-
five enrolled f<"- courses and more ar­
rive each month. 
There veterans are taking courser in 
Agriculture, Eusinass Administ^aTon, 
Frien-e, Plumbing. Mechanic Arts. Ra-
-io, Electricitv. Stationary Engineer-
in-'. y\-itevr,-t>;l0 ]yrec>,anics. Shoe Re-
r,-jviT,r> p-iutin", BuiDi-v Const—ic-
ti-" Drv Cle-mn1? and T-iloring. They 
receive the same accommodations , as 
' al1 ft' "a rt"dents o-f +ke coh-ge. 
The v~tcr?ns are participating in all 
• 'ivpies of the ramn"s—both curricu­
la -n-t pxDa-eurricular. 
Mauv of the men have s^n ser- ice 
overseas. Among them are Gary Kurd 
v/> o mer.t two --ears in the South Pa-
r-i'fje the'ter: Fidelus Breeding, South 
Pacifi" theater- Roy Lee Vaeher, Aleu­
tians' -Tee Wilson, South Pacific the­
ater: Wilhert Giles. South Pacific 'he­
eler; Johnny Taylor, European the-
at er. 
F"--o is v-hat some of them say: 
CARL BYRD—45th Engineers, "We 
were the first NeCTro"s t" -ccupy "he 
Burma Read. Cn Peoem^e- 13, 1942 
we were attacked by 29 Japanese Ze­
ros a'^d lost 15 of our men. We work-
frM.ffSf ?nd sleut in mud. During 
the Monsoon period we had to fight 
mosquitoes and m-laria along with the 
.I'D.-. In August, 1943 our outfit was 
attacked by bombers. I was shell 
f-v,ori-«z! hv bomb fragments and hter 
smt +o the S'ates. I can't truthfully 
kP,, T'<d 'o no there again" 
P" a CK DAMBRFT.L — Cook. Ss 
" "di?r with the Atlantic Fleet, "We 
'Newnes of the crev-i didn't fight. We 
weri-sd ]|Uo kmi] Pii fbe time, 'dhe 
work v-e did was w-11 done and if it 
pl-ved Us n-rt in '"inning this war I 
r-s --led. f-o far. I'm enioying being 
i" sp'-p-i 
w-T.T-rgT.rp rwi—irdr rzTLF.S. 93rd Di­
vision. "T -—a di-pn-oipt°d after two 
r—ars of tr-i-jne for "ction overseas, 
v "op we '"-e 93rd Division) were re-
fvpd overseas assignments. I volun-
too-pa for overseas dutv and aw: wi 
pt Oahu on December 20th. 1943. The 
liebts came on in Oahu December 21 
for the first time since the attack on 
Pearl Harbor—that was exictemert!! 
I was assigned to a Port Battalion. 
we did regular longshore work. I feel 
that if that was our part and we did it 
well. Negroes will still have plaved 
an important part in winning the Sec­
ond World War. Aft/1" the war 
so-pp of us may not be able to say we 
r dually fought, but we can say that we 
r'-'d whatever was assigned to us, 
wen." 
Mr. J. J. Abernethy is Director of 
the Vetwans Rehabilitation Program 
at Prairie View College. 
Own Ranches, Oihvells; 
Operate Plane Services 
?nd Big Insurances 
(Because less than 300 persons in 
Texas were fortunate enough to se­
cure copies of November "Color" maga­
zine we are running a reprint of an 
article which appeared in this nation 
wide magazine. It was written by Prof. 
H. E. Wright, Prairie View Professor, 
who is on leave studying toward his 
Ph.D. degree—R. W. H.) 
PRAIRIE VIEW, Texas, Oct. 30—In 
study especially done for COLOR, the 
Texas Negro is found on the march. He 
is in the grand parade in America's 
great southtwestern empire. A modern 
saga of racial progress involving ranch­
es, airplane service, and big insurance 
companies is unfolding in "The Lone 
Star State" which is no longer a lone 
star. 
The attention of America has re­
cently been focused on Texas, known 
sometimes as the West Point of the air 
because of the size and number of mil­
itary posts of all types, the unusually 
large number of Texans serving in the 
armed forces, and especially at the top 
command (A. & M. College is the larg­
est military school in the world, with 
6,000 enrollment), and more recently 
to the antics of the Texas delegation 
at the Democratic National Convention 
at Chicago. 
TEXANS LIKE BIGNESS 
Not so frequently heard, but certain­
ly as interesting, are the doings of the 
Texas Negro. The most startling inci­
dent to attract my attention upon enter­
ing Texas was the comparative disre­
gard that the Texan has for distance. 
They would think nothing of traveling 
several hundred miles for either busi­
ness or pleasure. This is somewhat 
understandable when one considers that 
the Lone Star State is more than 800 
miles across and 740 miles from north 
to south, a distance that would ordi­
narily embrace several of the States 
back East 
NEGRO RANCHERS TOO 
A great deal of this vast expanse of 
land is owned by our people. In East 
Texas live a number of moderately but 
extremely well-to-do folks who have 
oil interests running into hundreds of 
oil wells. One moves to the southern 
and western section to find many large 
ranches and farmers. I was really thrill­
ed to see my first colored cowboy, 
many of whom are outstanding as ro­
deo performers. 
An interesting incident occurred last 
year during one of the Bond Drives. A 
certain county had to raise its quota 
of $8,000.00. At Anahuac, Texas, in this 
same county, which is very near the 
Gulf of Mexico, lived 3 prosperous Ne­
gro ranchers, the Jackson brothers. 
These men bought $20,000 worth of 
(Continued On Page 7) 
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VISIONS OF PRAIRIE VIEW— 
(Continued From Page 1) 
of its growing constituency. 
Looking into the crystal ball for the 
future, the Standard envisions in the 
great distance, probably several years 
hence, the following facilities coming 
to the college enhanced by a constant­
ly growing college personnel as well 
as by the growing academic and in­
dustrial needs of the people, irrespec­
tive of race or political persuasions. 
a. An agricultural experiment sta­
tion 
b. A new administration building 
d. A col ege state bank 
c. A college post office 
e. A railroad spur or a bus line 
running to the campus 
f. A hard surface' road extended 
through (he campus and the col­
lege community 
g. Additional dormitories 
h. College of Veterinary Medicine. 
Nobody expects that these improve­
ments will come overnight nor for 
a fortnight. Certainly, in the face of 
the war and (he demands incident to 
its promotion and support, all these 
improvements can hardly be expected 
immediately. But as years go by the 
Standard visions that they will come. 
They will come as the times will de­
mand and as our people continue to 
grow in usefulness, sane and sound 
progressive citizenship contributing 
their share in the common welfare 
of the government with good will to 
a'l and malice toward none. Of course, 
these visions do not embrace all. More 
constructive evidences will come more 
plainly to view as our country pros­
pers and as more light is brought to 
bear upon those obscure signs of the 
times. 
An Onen Letter— 
(Continued From Page 1) 
riens of 1935. 
Under circumstances of the present 
war emergency, the members of our 
class are scattered in all sections of 
the world. It is gratifying to note that 
members of the class have served in 
many important posts, as teachers, 
government employees, ministers, of­
ficers and enlisted men in the armed 
forces, tailors, demonstration agents, 
farmers and homemakers. As far as 
I know each member of this class has 
given good account of himself in his 
selection of work; therefore I feel that 
the class is proud of its accomplish­
ments and that the school is proud of 
the class because it has reflected credit 
on the school. As has been expected 
some members have met with mis­
fortune and the grim reaper has taken 
its toll. 
When we assembled last around the 
Abner Davis Fountain and sang "Auld 
Lang Syne" it was our resolve and 
promise to return to the "old stomp­
ing grounds" May, 1945. It would be a 
grand occasion if all living members 
could return to "the hill" for reunion 
but of course this is impossible; 
however there are three things we all 
can do: 
1. Get the names and addresses of as 
many of our classmates as you can 
and send them to Mr. R. W. Hilliard, 
Prairie View College, Prairie View, 
Texas. This will enable us to correct 
the class roll and bring it up to date. 
This is important!! 
2. Return to Prairie View and par­
ticipate in our reunion May, 1945. The 
Administration is making an effort 
to give signal reecognition to the mem­
bers of the class in some way that has 
not been disclosed, as yet; therefore 
as many of us as possible should re­
turn and recount our experiences as 
students at Prairie View and the ex­
periences of the ten years which have 
elapsed since our college days. 
3. Ey the time of our reunion, May, 
1945, the new Library Building which 
is being erected at a cost of $200,000 
with a book capacity of 100,000 vol­
umes, will be completed. 
It occurs to me that the class of 1935 
should make a substantial contribu­
tion, toward some specific project 
which carries its name, to the New 
Library. All persons who can not be 
present on Alumni Day and bring 
their contributions should send a lib­
eral contribution prior to reunion day. 
Official word will be given, in due 
time, in order that you may know to 
whom suggestions for the project and 
your contributions should be sent. 
In appreciation of the service Prai­
rie View State College has rendered 
its students through the years, classes 
prior to 1933 have given the following 
gifts to the school: 
Class of 
1923—Twenty-five dollars for 'the pur­
chase of books for the library. 
'929—A neon lighted clock which has 
1930—An oil painting of Principal W. 
R. Banks by Samuel Countee, a 
Negro artist, who is doing 
murals in Persia at present. This 
painting hangs in a reading 
room of the present library 
building. 
1931—$140.00 to be used in furnishing 
a lounge in the new library 
building. 
1932—The south face to the tower 
clock on the Education building. 
Purchased at a cost of $82.50. 
What will be our gift to this insti­
tution which has so ably helped to 
prepare us for living? May I add here 
that any amount of money which we 
give to the school for Library equip­
ment will be matched, dollar for dol­
lar, by the General Education Board. 
This will enable us to present a very 
worthwhile gift to the school. 
Let us pause and review some of the 
significant things which have taken 
place at Frairie View since our grad­
uation. 
1.—The present enrollment at Prairie 
View is the largest in the history 
of the school. The total enrollment, 
all divisions, is 1427 students. Sev­
eral hundred students have been 
denied admission because of the 
lack cf dormitory space. Scores of 
students have made advanced reg-
istrati n for admission the second 
semester of this school year. Be­
cause of the large number of 
young women students they are 
housed, in seven dormitories. Two of 
these buildings are Lucky Hall, for­
merly a boys dormitory and NYA 
Hall No. 3, a recently erected frame 
building. 
2.—The War Department has designat­
ed Prtirie View as a senior unit for 
the R. O. T. C. The unit has upward 
to 350 young men, in the charge of 
five staff officers ranging from the 
rank of Colonel. Lieutenant, Ser­
geant and staff officers. 
3. —BUILDINGS 
a. The Auditorium Gymnasium, an all 
purpose building for church services, 
recreational games, moving pictures and 
general assemblies, has a seating ca­
pacity of 2,600 and was erected at a 
cost of $80,000. 
b. The new Dining Hall and Cafe­
teria, erected just in the rear of the 
old dining hall at a cost of $115,000 
and has a seating capacity of 2,000 
people. It has every modern con­
venience and appointment and is 
thoroughly equipped for adequate food 
preparation. 
c. Schumacher Hall, a modernly 
equipped for the teaching of weld-
erected near the old canning plant 
north of Woodruff Hall at a cost of 
$70,000. 
d. Three frame dormitories with 
room capacity for sixty students each. 
These buildings erected in connection 
with the National Youth Administra­
tion, cost $40,000. 
e. Located near the Industrial En­
gineering Building is the New Metal 
Shop Bui'ding which is thoroughly 
eqquipped for the teaching of weld­
ing, sheet and metal work, forgeing 
and mach'ne tooling. This valuable 
building and its equipment which cost 
$150,000, were acquired from the Na­
tional Youth Administration. 
f. Since 1937 when the Graduate 
School was added to Prairie View 
State College we have had many per­
sons to receive the masters degree. 
The quality of work which is offered 
in the school has been accepted by 
the leading universities throughout the 
country where our students have done 
work on their Doctorate Degrees. I 
am happy to note that an increasing 
number of our students are attending 
graduate' schools and are largely suc­
cessful due to their undergraduate 
(Continued On Page 6) 
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WHEN PRAIRIE VIEW'S ALL TIME COLLEGE ENROLLMENT RECORD WAS BROKEN 
Some of the familiar lines that were seen in September 1944 when n,o;c than twelve hundred strcitly college stu-
den s entered Prairie View. Three hundred fifty men are ncluded in this number, 250 of whom are taking R. O. T. C. 
i orty-five veterans of World War II are taking courses ending o degrees and trade certificates. 
When Prairie \iew had the high school connected with the co. cue the enrollment reached a comparable figure. 
A no time has the eollge figure approached the 1944 enroll ent. The F e hman class numbers 700, with less than 
100 being repeaters. Odd enough, young ladies are now laking Mechanic Arts—a course normally taken by men. 
The Arts and Sc'ences division is requiring all freshmen to lake 15 hours of industry, thus enabling them to qualify 
fo: a trade certificate along with their regular work. 
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UNITED NEGRO COLLEGE 
FUND DRIVE 
The first real a'tempt to get Ne­
groes to help Negroes, on a large 
scale, in improving facilities for Ne­
gro education was a success according 
1o Mr. Walter Hoving, National Chair­
man of the United Negro College 
Fund Drive. More than $900,000.00 
were contributed to this joint effort 
to help finance certain private and 
church colleges. Approximately $125,-
000.00 of this came from Negroes. The 
largest single amount (§16,846.00) 
came from thefamous 93rd Division. 
The Texas instituiions included in the 
plan are: Samuel Huston, Texas Col­
lege, Tillotson and Wiley College. 
Prairie View employees contributed 
more than $200.00. 
As you know, the participating in­
stitutions are sharing in the 'money 
raised. The per cent given each in-
drive started. Dr. F. D. Patterson was 
stitution was agreed on before the 
largely responsible for the whole idea. 
Here are some of the highlights on 
the drive as given by Mr. Hoving: 
Campaign Highlights 
A group of Negro businessmen of 
Pittsburgh met for dinner, heard Dr. 
F. D. F'atterson of Tuskegee, and 
contributed $5,300 . . . Two hundred 
stations of the Mutual Network car­
ried a speech on the Fund by Chan-
ning H. Tobias, Senior Secretary of 
Negro work of the YMCA . . . Mayor 
Lausche of Cleve'and issued a pro­
clamation setting June 18 1944 as 
Negro College Sunday ... A soldier 
in China read about the Fund and set 
his contribution. . . . Edgar Guest, 
beloved American poet, spoke at a 
Fund campaign banquet in Detroit, 
Michigan . . . White and Negro artists 
gave their talent in a benefit concert 
at Town Hall in New York . . . The 
All-Negro 93rd Division in the South 
Pacific contributed $16,846 . . . Ro­
chester, New York, was the first cam­
paign city to go over its quota . . . 
The City Manager of Knoxville, Ten­
nessee, was among the first contribu­
tors in that city . . . Alumni groups 
were active in every ci'y, especially 
Philadelphia . . . The Women's Com­
mittee in New York, under the lead­
ership of Mrs. Walter Hoving, raised 
over S50.000 . . . Boston developed the 
"matching pool" idea—an agreement 
of white contributors to give, in ad­
dition to their regular gift, an amount 
which is a proportion of the amount 
raised among Negroes. 
An Open Letter— 
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school training. 
g. No doubt you have kept up with 
our athletic success in track and ten­
nis through the past ten years. We 
have won many state, national and 
international titles. We have won so 
many medals, cups and other trophies 
that we hardly have space to place 
them. Just the other dry another class­
mate anc! I were in conference with the 
Principal and remarked about the 
large number of beautiful trophies dis­
played in his office. To show us the 
"half had not been seen," he carried 
us into the treasurer's office where 
we stood in amazement looking at so 
many more trophies, semblance of the 
good sportsmanship cf Prairie View's 
sons and daughters. 
h. During the last two years the 
Prairie View College Co-eds. under 
the direction of Mr. Will Henry Ben­
nett, have become nationally known in 
the world of music. This aggregation 
toured the East coast from Texas to 
New York State, played such show 
houses as the Apollo theatre in New 
York City and many big Dance Clubs, 
during the past summer. 
Time and space will not permit my 
enumerating all of the events and 
additions made to Prairie View, I 
merely mentioned these so that you 
may know the old institution still 
marches on. 
I will see you at reunion, May, 1945. 
Yours truly, 
Your classmate 
Theresa M. Pratt. 
WILEY GETS BRONZE STAR 
(This is a reprint from Banyan 
News, an army publication put out 
somewhere in the Pacific. Sgt. Wiley 
is a Prairie View graduate from the 
Department of Agricultures 
A few weeks ago Banyan News car­
ried an article captioned "The Quar­
termaster Farm." It related the story 
behind the accomplishment of one of 
the greatest feats since the eviction 
of the enemy proper from this base— 
the story of a small band of men, led 
by Sgt. Herman B. Wiley, who chal­
lenged and overcame the ravages of 
na'.ure to turn a deserted Jap airstrip 
into a highly productive farm, supply­
ing tons of fresh vegetables to the 
hospitals of this base. 
The U. S. Army, taking cognizance 
week awared Sgt. Wiley the Bronze 
of this outstanding contribution, last 
Star Medal. The following citation 
signed by Gen. Griswold accompanied 
he award: "For meritorious achieve­
ment at (censored) Sgt. Wiley per­
formed an outstanding service in di­
recting the development of a quarter­
master farm. He overcame the many 
obstaclse imposed by tropical insect 
pes's, heavy rainfall, scorching sun 
and unknown soil properties, and the 
farm soon produced substantial 
amounts of fresh vegetables for the 
patients of all Army and Navy hos­
pitals and the several organizations 
located on (censored). Scientific rec­
ords which wih prove invaluable to 
maintained by Sgt. Wiley's initiative, 
similar enterprises in the future were 
Perseverance, and technical skill con., 
tributed materially io the moral and 
well being of the personnel." 
As the regiment shares equaLy in 
the successes of its individual mem­
bers, we are fortunate in having men 
of Sgt.. Wiley's caliber among us. 
(Dr. E. B. Evans, Mr. G. L. Smith 
and Dr. E. M. Norris were some of 
his teachers here.) 
FORMER STUDENT WRITES 
FROM GERMANY 
Somewhere in Germany 
Mr. R. W. Hilliard 
Prairie View State College 
Prairie View, Texas 
Dear F'rof. 
For sometime now I've delayed 
writign you. I put it off day after day 
and now I've let the days pile up. 
Well, anyway here are some lines 
fro ma combat boy who really gets a 
kick out of chasing Jerry. I can't catch 
him, but our outfit can make it so hot 
for him lhat he will hate to hear the 
word "war" spoken when we get 
through. 
I am fine at this writing and do 
hope you're likewise. I was thinking 
of you and the hill and figured that 
the best way to get any news from 
there was to write you since my wife 
is away from there. What is going on 
on the Hill ? I see quite a few of the 
boys. I still attempt to name a few 
of them who have the same A. P. O. 
as I—just in different batteries: Ed­
ward Evans, Royali Tucker, Harvey 
Westbrook, Lloyd Thomas, Reliford, 
Fitzgerald, Boulware, C. Jarrett, and 
Leon English are about all I can think 
of now. I must close now. 
Ruben Shannon Go van. 
FACULTY ENTERTAINS 
The Prairie employees took time out 
December 12 at 8:00 p. m. to eat and 
enjoy short talks and music. It was 
the annual faculty banquet, 
all committee and Dr. T. R. Solomon 
Mr. Flipper was head of the over-
was master of ceremonies. The turkey-
was well sandwiched in with wit and 
mus'c. The famous P. V. Collegians 
furnished soft sweet music. 
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T exas Negro— 
By II. E. WRIGHT 
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bonds, individually. Tne county 'ex­
ceeded its quota Dy $60,000, which rep­
resented the purchase of the Jackson 
mothers. These men further dupli­
cated this patriotic act a bit later dur­
ing subsequent drive. 
ORGANIZE SERVICE BOARD 
Perhaps the most unique organiza­
tion among Negroes in America is the 
Selective service Registration and Ad­
visory Board of Houston, Texas. This 
is a voluntary group of public spirited 
citizens, spark plugged by Alphonso 
Mills, its dynamic cnairman and a per­
sonal friend and confidante of Secre­
tary of Commerce, Thomas Jesse Jones. 
Envisaging the abuses and difficulties 
encountered by Negroes eligible for 
military service, these men form a 
liaison between Negroes and the four­
teen associate boards of Houston, pro­
viding for examinations, and even fur­
nishing an escort to induction centers. 
If they are eligible for deferment, the 
board provides all information and help 
needed; in doing non-essential work, 
the board aids in securing essential 
employment. Many of the dependents 
ox soldiers would suffer greatly had 
the Board not aided the men in making 
out their dependency allotments. Af­
ter discharge, the men who need help 
in applying for mustering-out aid may 
receive it. Indeed, many soldiers had 
been victimized by the loan sharks who 
charged discharged veterans exhorbi-
tant rates of interest for loans while 
waiting for their allotments. Mrs. 
Clare Grigsby, the efficient clerk of 
this Board, uncovered this nefarious 
practice which was used to gouge vet­
erans of both races. Indeed, her find­
ings were of extreme significance to 
the Texas State Legislature in drawing 
up a recent bill which makes exhorbi-
tant rates of interest illegal. For this 
meritorious service, the white Ameri­
can Legion bestowed a special token 
of commendation upon Mrs. Grigsby 
at a public ceremony, marking the first 
time this organization has placed its 
award of merit upon a colored citizen. 
During the summer, this Board cele­
brated its second anniversary with a 
$10.00 per plate banquet, consisting of 
all the barbecued pork, turkey, ham 
and refreshments one could consume. 
These men reported selling more than 
$300,000 worth of bonds among Negroes 
in a recent drive, $100,000 of which 
were bought by those present. It was 
indeed thrilling to see and to be among 
men who could buy $5,000 and $10,000 
worth of bonds at one time. This rep­
resents both Negro achievement and 
extreme patriotism at the same time. 
THE NEGRO TEXAN, 
POLITICIAN 
It is interesting to observe that the 
Texas Negro is coming of age political­
ly. Texas Negroes have always been 
militant in fighting for suffrage. Mr. 
R. R. Grovey of Houston carried his 
case to the Supreme Court prior to the 
recent successful suit of Dr. Lonnie 
Smith, winning the right of Negroes 
to participate in Democratic Primary. 
Negroes voted heavily in the Primaries 
and you may expect to hear from them 
in November. Texas is proud of its 
lawyers, one of the most outstanding 
of whom is Attorney W. J. Durham, 
who did such grand work in Dr. Smith's 
case, and in winning the first salary 
equalization suit for the Negro teachers 
of Dallas. 
I saw complete democracy in action 
at the McCloskey General Hospital in 
Temple, Texas. Here, 40,000 wounded 
veteians, from every battlefield in the 
world, live as men, with no vestige of 
discrimination shown in eating, sleep­
ing, recreation or general living; and 
an moves easily and well. This ex­
perience will leave more than a casual 
impression upon all who see it. 
DR. BANKS, MAKER OF 
COLLEGE PRESIDENTS 
Texas has its share of colleges. 
Among the better known are Wiley, 
Bishop, St. Phillips, Paul Quinn, Texas, 
Sam Houson, Houston Municipal, Til­
lotson, and Prairie View, the "daddy" 
of our land grant colleges, covering 
1,700 acres, having 1,200. students, 210 
employees, being a complete unit (if 
living, a little city in itself, where Ne­
groes live with more freedom than 
they do in Boston, Mass. Here, one 
may go from the nursery school to the 
graduate school, all under the super­
vision of the dean of Negro adminis­
trators, Dr. W. R. Banks, often known 
among other things as "the maker of 
college presidents." From Prairie 
View, under his tutelage, have gone as 
presidents, Dr. Glass to Texas College; 
L. Atwood to Ky. State; and Dr. Har­
rison Langston. Among Prairie View's 
former students is President Patterson 
of Tuskegee, who spent many of his 
formative years on her campus. 
TEXAS NEGRO ERECTS 
TOURIST CABINS 
The motorist who chooses either Dal­
las or Houston will be dyighted at two 
of the finest tourist cabins to be found 
in the country. Sid's Ranch at Hous­
ton, with which I am better acquainted, 
has the best of everything a traveler 
could desire and in addition, the vis­
itor will get some idea of what a small 
Texas Ranch can be like. 
In San Antonio, the Alamo City, one 
finds a high degree of economic, po­
litical and social achievement. The 
population is well integrated with 
whites, Mexicans and Negroes. Bell­
inger's home, a mansion occupying an 
entire city block, is one of the show 
places of the Nation. Valmo Bellinger, 
sportsman, businessman and politician, 
has a large fleet of cabs bearing his 
name. He also publishes and edits 
"The Register," which carries perhaps 
more national advertisement than any 
other Negro paper in America. 
Carter Wesley, of Houston, publishes 
and edits the Informer chain of pa­
pers. He is daring and courageous as 
a writer. His influence is felt wide­
ly in the progress of the Southern Ne­
gro. 
MONEY FLOWS THROUGH 
TEXAS 
Coupled with great strides in educa­
tion and the inspiration from its many 
fine churches, membership in labor 
unions such as the Hod Carriers, Long­
shoremen, Steelworkers and Oil Work­
ers has increased the earnings of color­
ed peoples to unprecedented levels. 
TAXI AND PLANE SERVICE 
Some of the unusual business ven­
tures of Texas Negroes are: Hobart 
Taylor, taxi tycoon of Houston, owner 
of the largest fleet of cabs in Texas, 
with trunk lines connecting his stands 
throughout the city, making taxis with­
in easy reach of patrons, by relaying 
the message and also reducing operat­
ing costs. It is the same type of service 
one gets from the Yellow Cab Co. 
George L. Allen of Dallas covers the 
State by plane in serving Negro bus­
inesses his public accounting firm. 
INSURANCE FLOURISHES 
There are four Old Line Legal Re­
serve Stock Life Insurance Companies 
operating in Texas. The Excelsior and 
Watchtower Life Insurance Companies 
are home Companies. There are six 
assessment, life, health, accident and 
mutual aid associations in the State. 
There are forty-seven burial insurance 
companies in the State and seventy-
six funeral homes. 
The Fraternal Bank and Trust Com­
pany of Fort Worth is the only bank­
ing institution owned and operated by 
Negroes in Texas. It has more than a 
half million dollars of resources. 
The Kirkendall Store in Waco, Texas, 
the Foster Bros, second-hand store in 
Dallas, Ann's Hat Shop in Houston, and 
Flo Ru Mai's Dress Shop in Dallas are 
examples of merchandising in the gen­
eral and specialty store field. Negro 
florists are operating successfully in 
Dallas and Houston. Dummy's electric 
shine parlor in Beaumont, Texas, is 
outstanding in the shoe service field. 
The Metropolitan Building and Main­
tenance Company of Dallas, Texas, 
represents a capital business developed 
from the dignifying of window wash­
ing and floor polishing. A Negro 
wholesaler in Dallas handles candies, 
cigars and cigajjttes. Another whole­
saler distributes soft drinks. These 
businesses are organized through 44 lo­
cal chambers of commerce which an­
nually convene in some busy center. 
A. Maceo Smith of Dallas is State Pres­
ident of the Texas Negro Chamber of 
Commerce. 
There is much to be said of other 
areas of Negro life in ly'xa.s. How­
ever, we may generally rejoice in the 
knowledge that Texas Negroes are 
alert and ready to contribute to and 
participate in the fuller living of a 
greater America which will come with 
the cessation of this global conflict. 
ATTORNEY BUNKLEY 
PRESENTED 
On Sunday night, November 26, the 
local Alumni Club at the college pre­
sented Attorney C. B. Bunkley, a 
Prairie View graduate of 1941 and a 
Michigan graduate in 1944. Attorney 
the future of Negro youth in politics. 
Bunkley presented a bright picture of 
Last year the club presented Mr. J. 
Clarence Davis of the Dallas Express. 
Mr. Davis was graduated from Prairie 
View in 1934. 
